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In July "9h7, sovief sifisiels visited various villages in North horea doam o
recruit men for work in lumder camps in the USSR, The Soviels nromige 2 TN
da,‘].:y vage of from 70 Lo 80 won and that tlree meals a day rmtud owij @%j‘f -
4 won. Some of the Koreans who were pired that month were baiken Lo O oD, o "
'jJ.n, where they stayed in a contract laborersteamp Wi til they left ong ot

13 November. At Chongjin they were given a naie card, told to des*r;*gﬁ;“»

documents and paper, and given 2 contract to sign. Fbe provisions o :

-

" gcontract were as follaws:# ‘ B -y

a. The company will give 50 kilegrams of rice, 7,000 won, a suit of

Laal * 0

cotton clothes, and one pair of werking shoes to the laborer-.
b, Wages will be paid according to the Seviet law,

&. “hen the laborer is sick, he will be car ared for free of mnr{;e and
his wage will continue tc Le paid.

d. Mfter two years, the period of the contract, the laborer will be
reburned to Chonglin free of charge.

e, The laborer will receive the sane amount of food as the Soviet
1.9.'001‘91'3.,

The ship, carrying 2,500 Lorezn abornrs, arrived at Vi ac‘wostan on 20
Nevember. Doctors a.nd nurses cane abcard and checked the men. Then a
Soviet official took away any paper or food that the Koreans h: 2d, and
also took away their name cards. Later these name cards were used to
call roll in the lurber camp. = Viciivsetok wae partially frozen over,
thore were Iifty 8,000-ton ships and 20 warships in the port.

One hundred and sixteen Koreans wers sent by train from Viedivesto

(131-5k, L3-LT7) to Simonovka (about 13200, Lh-10) and then to the Turber
camp ab Zilanza, about 10 miles Lrom Simonovka. The others whe were on

the ship were divided  between Iman (133 345, [ 5-58) and %habarovsk

(132-06, h8-30). Refcre 1936 there werc mavy Krrm:ms rolsine vice near Simon-
ovks, but they were sent to the mountains ko cut wood or to I iching sta-
tions along the coast, — :
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Aoaut 30 wereent of the Koreans in the camm at dilanma were Covny
led by K000 Chonexuk (- 40 §

b )s assizbed by TUN YTong-ipra { ,rf
llowever, they vere not real Communists, becauvie members ol the o
Korean Lebor Party, who were the real Communists, had no need to work in
the USuli. actually the growp was nade up of poor farmers who could nokb
nrosper under Comwnisme Lven in the USSR the Koreans found it hard to
gob along. In spite of the Soviet recruiteris promiges, the Koreans were
only naid 1% won a day. The meals were always black bread and nobato
soup. The Koreans were not accustand Lo the exbremes of heat and cold,
2ad mapy of them pob malaria. For verious reascns, only 3% out of the
original 116 reiurned to lorth Xorea ironm oilanza.

The Koreans and the Scoviets did not geb along topether teowell. Clten
quarrels would arise whon the Sovieis wwould attempt to get in the Iront ol
the line where Koreans were waiting to buy black oread. In the spring of
1919 on one occasion the militia had +o be called from Sisonovka o sLOD &
fight which had broken out. The Koredns pob a mavirmm of S00 rubles a
month {or the same work for which the Joviets received 800 rubles.w

Besides the Koreans, bthere were 50 Soviat lurbermen and 20 obther Soviet
employees and their fomilies who worked in the railiay station and poverii-

ment store./

T
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The lumber camp was headed by 2 manager, vice manager, and chiofs of the

housing, finance, and laboring scchions. The work day was eight hour

Those

i

ia3

laborers who had three or more absences o week were tried before the Feonleig
Court . )

2.

In Zilanza there was one store selling black bread, which had four .clerks
and one baker, and cne store selling food and clothing. Prices in these
government-owned stores were as fLollows:

bean oll 1 kg 20 rubles
oats 1 kg 3,10 rubles
millet : 1 kg 5 rubles
rice 1 kg 15 rubles
black bread 1 ke 3,20 rubles

sbout 2 miles from the tour was a go/ermenbecvned farm which rai
notatoes and millet. Those vhe worked cn the ferm woere given 20 syonpiusi
of their ovn to vork aiter hours. :

Koreans in the lumber canp.

The laborers dic no traveling axcept o Oundays, when they went in
with a Soviet boss to SGimonovka. Simonovka was a cibty of 5,000 ;
had a garrison of 200 soidiers. o pozases were needed for the
and the Koreans wi siven an identiflivation card which they nev
casion to use. Since no leaves were glven, the Noreans did zobt oo
the eountrys however, they heard of Iiousstyrishehe (135-hlL, LL-z1),
one parachute division was stationed. The Xoreans were alluwed in
letters home .aiter they had been censored by the factory officie™:.
cost 20 rubles for postage and Hoc': thise moniths to arrive in Nerth Lorea.
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30, In Noverbor 5L9, 38 toreans left Zilenza by Lruck
L2-23) on the Soviet=llorth forcan border. Thore &
the name cards which had been talken oway from then in Viadi vo pRAes
1047, - Afber a thorouzh baggane inshection, they crossed into )

Zorea, where they exchanged the nane cards ior eeortificoles of citizen.

ship. '

25X1

25X1 Socment: The ofiieial ruble rate is four to cne tnite
CoLLare | ]one ruble alled 1, ,(’JOO tiorbh 3

25X1 won, uhile in previous resorts it was A f‘d that in labe 19L2 the
Soviobs were exchancing fouvr won Jor one ruble.

25X1 |:l_, craonb:  One yong ig equal to 36 sauare feet.
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